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  The Ohio State University
        

        Suicide Terrorism
  Freshman Seminar (2 credits)

Autumn 2010
Dr. J.L. Jeffries, Professor

Dept. of African American and African Studies

486P University Hall
230 North Oval Mall

Columbus, OH 43210

(614) 292-3175
jeffries.70@osu.edu
Office hours: TBA
And by appointment

Course description:

Although Suicide Terrorism have existed since ancient times, suicide terrorism has elicited a tremendous amount of attention from scholars, pundits, political elites, the news media and law enforcement. What motivates suicide bombers? How suicide terror is used to achieve the goals of terrorist groups: to instill public fear, attract international news coverage, gain support for their cause, and create solidarity or competition between disparate terrorist organizations; why does suicide terrorism occur in places like Iraq, Israel, and Europe, but not so much in the United States? 
Among the matters we will address are:

*What strategies do countries use to deter suicide terrorism? 

*Do terrorist groups emulate one another?

*How do terrorists respond to counter-terror tactics? 
*How is suicide terrorism financed? 
*What external factors make it possible for suicide terrorism flourish?

Class Meeting Time: Wednesday
Class meeting place: Bolz Hall

Required Text:

Mia Bloom. Dying to Kill: The Allure of SuicideTerror (New York: Columbia Press University, 2005).
Course requirements
· Students are responsible for keeping up with the readings and being ready to discuss them each class period. Students will on average read thirty pages per week. 
· Each week one student will be asked to write a summary of one of the chapters. This one-time assignment should be a typed 4-page double-spaced document. Each student will present their 4 page summary in front of the class during the quarter. Students will, among other things, flesh out the main point (s) in the readings as well as the most important and interesting aspects of the chapter. The objective of this assignment is to help students learn how to think critically and analytically. This portion is worth 25% of your grade. Once graded students will then be asked to make revisions and turn in the revised product the following week (25%).
· A final eight page paper on some aspect of Suicide Terrorism (worth 25%) will be handed on the last day of class. A draft of that paper is due during the eight week of class. Failure to turn in the draft will result in a half letter grade deduction from final paper.
Participation/ Attendance

· Participation is weighed heavily in this course; in order to participate in class discussion students must be present. Class attendance is mandatory. You cannot get full credit for participation if you are absent. Two absences will result in a reduction of an entire letter grade from the student’s final grade. Three absences will result in the reduction of two letter grades. Four absences will result in the student receiving a failing grade. Class discussion is vital to the success of this course; hence all students are required to engage in intellectual discourse. Engaging in intellectual discourse means making a significant contribution to class discussion. 
Attendance 20%

Participation 30%

Total Participation=50%

The grading scale in this course is as follows: 92-100 (A), 90-91 (A-), 87-89 (B+), 82-86 (B), 80-81 (B-), 77-79 (C+), 72-76 (C), 70-71 (C-), 67-69 (D+), 62-66 (D), 60-61, 59 and below is E.
Possible extra credit: To be announced
Reading Schedule

Week 1: Chapter 1 
Introduction: The Historical Antecedents
Week 2: Chapter 2
Palestinian Suicide Bombing: Public Support, Market Share and Outbidding
Week 3: Chapter 3
Ethnic Conflict, State Terror and Suicide Bombing in Sri Lanka
Week 4: Chapter 4
Devising a Theory of Suicide Terror
Week 5: Chapter 5
Halting Suicide Terror from Within: The PKK in Turkey
Week 6: Chapter 6      Terror 101: The Transnational Contagion Effects of Suicide 


Bombing

Week 7: Chapter 7      Feminism, Rape and War: Engendering Suicide Terror?
Week 8: Chapter 8      Conclusions and Prospects for the Future
Week 9:                      Group Presentations

Week 10:                    Group presentations

                                    Turn in papers

Students with Disabilities
“All students with documented disabilities, who may require special accommodations, should inform the instructor early enough to receive effective and timely accommodations.” Students with a disability should work through the Office of Disability Services to secure appropriate accommodations (292-3307). This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request. If you have a disability, please remember that you are responsible for making your needs known to me and seeking assistance in a timely manner. I will do my best to assist you in completing the course successfully.

Academic Misconduct

Students are expected to do their own work within the confines of the course objectives and evaluation procedures. Any deviation from these expectations is considered academic misconduct and Faculty Rule 3335-31-02 will be enforced. The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.” Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination. Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so it is strongly recommended that students review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.
Please understand that this syllabus is subject to alteration without advance warning. To some extent we live in very precarious times, being able to adapt to varying world developments in a timely manner is important to maintaining a healthy Democracy.

